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Am I a lighthouse guiding ships to shore,  
Standing strong and firm through sunsets and sunrises, 
Though buffeted by winds and waves yet unwavering, 
A constant source of strength in a sea of uncertainty? 
 
Or am I like the reflective surface of an Alpine lake?  
Calmly and quietly capturing the beauty of mountain peaks? 
Perhaps the lake surges downwards into a valley of green 
trees, 
Watering the way westward into the setting sun? … 
 
Yet I was what I have been, 
I am what I am, 
And I will be what I am about to be … 
 
(Olivia, Pre-service teacher) 
 

  

… I am caught between the desire to 
achieve this vision of a creative 
classroom community yet have very little 
experience with which to achieve it. If 
education had a currency it would be 
experience and I would be poor … 

The English teacher I’d like to be … 

‘now-but-not-yet-ness’  



Rites of Separation  
  Rites of Limen or Margin Rites of Reaggregation Transformation 

Liminality 
Transitional period experienced by individuals participating in rites-of-passage rituals (Turner, 1985)  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Period of Liminality or Transition. 
‘Betwixt and Between’  (Turner, 1985) 

 

Secondary 
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Pre-service 
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Graduate 
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1. Aggregated State

PERTURBATION

2. Separation
3. Liminal 

State

REAPPROPRIATION

4. Reaggregated State 
(Transformed/Shifted State)

Critical Community
of Conversation

New experiences 
and perturbations…

But …
Self Reflection
Workshop/lecture interactions

- New information/pedagogies
- Unfamiliar systems
- Imperfect information
- Syllabus documents
- Teaching Standards

Letting go …
Self reflection
Conversation with peers, lecturers
informed by: 
- Syllabus documents
- Teaching Standards
- Professional reading

‘Now-but-not-yet-ness’

Self reflection – dialogic, critical
Dialogue with peers, lecturers
informed by: 
- Syllabus documents
- Teaching Standards
- Professional reading
‘Toing and froing’, ‘bewtixt and between’, 
interrogating possibilities, asking 
questions, 

OK so …
Self reflection
Conversation with colleagues and academics
framed by: 
- Syllabus documents
- Teaching Standards
- Evidence Guide
Informal/Formal Conversations with other staff
Conversation with peers
Professional Reading

Dutton 2015: Adapted from Nelson & Harper 2006

Critical Community of Conversation During Initial Teacher Education

I believe …
Current understandings of 
teaching including prior 
knowledge from: 
School experiences, media, 
family, Tertiary courses, 
Syllabuses, Work history

 
  
 

What you believe is true 
Taken for granted reality 

Dilemma/Contradiction 
Things not as you thought 

Coming to grips with the disjunction 
Willing to suspend disbelief 

Examine taken for granted beliefs 
Grapple with contradictions or perturbation 
‘Real’ self-reflection 

Beginning appropriation of new 
understandings 

See issue or idea from a 
new perspective where it is 
integrated into assumptions 
 

Beginning Teachers’ Critical Community of Conversation 

(Dutton, 2015. Adapted from Nelson and Harper, 2006)  



 

What if? 

 
 
 

 
…schools were more like hairdressing salons 

 
 in the way they transition beginning staff into their role ? 

 



Now-but-not-yetness of beginning teachers 

What is needed?  
 
Funding for workload allocations and structures that great English teachers to support 
beginning teachers to transition to the profession 
 

!  Stillness. Time and more time for beginning teachers to observe, explore, get it wrong, 
practise, practise more and then get it almost/very right  

!  Acceptance of the act of becoming and the liminal phase of transitioning to teaching  
Negative capabilities or “capable of being in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact and 
reason” (Keats, n.d.) 

!  Grace, graciousness and generosity … 

!  Experience and excellence: team teaching, shared resources, elbow to elbow mentoring … 
 

 
And definitely the school equivalent of no cuts and complex colours in the first years! 
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Becoming a teacher… 

‘Beth’ 
 

I’d like to be a teacher that is like a builder of a 
home.  
 
To me, this (image) is home. The colours, sights, and 
sounds of my rural landscape. I want to know about 
your home too. You need to fill it with important 
things. You wouldn’t fill your home with rubbish for 
it to rot. So let’s fill your mind as you would your 
home. I want to help you do this in your own style 
and taste. I can help because this is my craft. You 
will help me too. Just as our own tastes will change 
with time and experience, we will update our 
furniture and keep our favourite items that are made 
well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Nature – Brett Whiteley 
Image Source: http://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/exhibitions/brett-whiteley-
nature/ 



Learning to teach is complex … 

Learning to teach is not a 
mere matter of applying 
decontextualized skills or of 
mirroring predetermined 
images; it is a time when 
one's past, present, and 
future are set in dynamic 
tension. Learning to teach – 
like teaching itself – is always 
the process of becoming: a 
time of formation and 
transformation, of scrutiny 
into what one is doing, and 
who one can become  
(Britzman, 1991, p. 8). 

Well-remembered event on 
professional experience and 
‘Voices’ that informed the event. 


