
        06/10/2021 

I am writing a letter of support for the NISEP - National Indigenous Science Education Program headed by Joanne 

Jamie at Macquarie University.  NISEP provides an extraordinary platform for an intensive and multifaceted 

approach to introducing science to rural school communities and incorporates Indigenous traditional and cultural 

science practices to the program and thus further supporting our Indigenous heritage. The Indigenous Science 

Experience is an exciting event that the Indigenous community wholeheartedly embrace as it is respectfully 

inclusive of their cultural practices and acknowledges their rich history 

Redfern Community Centre has been a co-host in the partnership with NISEP for the past ten years. This 

collaboration continues to be an incredibly rewarding and positive working relationship with the coordination and 

hosting of the annual four-day Indigenous Science Experience.  This event includes a community open day, which 

is open to the public. In-light of Covid-19 the 2020 and 2021 program was successfully delivered in an online 

format and the Redfern Community Centre staff, facilitated a Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony that 

acknowledged Gadigal Land and was shown at all webinars, and Aboriginal dance performance that was used for 

the school’s program.  Due to the success of the online programming a component will continue to be offered 

online for the coming year. 

Redfern Community Centre delivers programs and events to community via a fully resourced facility in the heart 

of Redfern. Due to the locality of our community centre we see the attendance by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander community increases annually as the word of mouth of the event spreads. We work collaboratively with 

both internal and local stakeholders to ensure that we maintain an inclusive and respectful approach to our work 

with community. 

Leading up to this public showcase, our facility provides the entire venue for an expo styled hands on science 

experience where students from the NISEP program participate in delivering these activities to around 180 

students from local Sydney schools.  The resources within the centre are made available including TV screens, 

computers, tables, chairs, lectern, Aboriginal and Torres Islander flags and bunting as well as staff to setting up 

daily and supervise the venue to ensure a safe and welcoming environment whilst ensuring equipment and 

resources are in good working order.  The event is promoted via City of Sydney’s What’s On event guide, Redfern 

Community Centre Facebook and via various local networks. The City of Sydney media department also distribute 

a media release. We value the in-kind support to be at around $15k. 

We look forward to continuing the partnership and are committed to be a part of its natural evolution, its scope 

and delivery.  

Regards 

 

Kristina Karasulas  

Redfern Community Centre Manager  

Social Programs & Services  

Telephone: 9288 5717 

Mobile: 0429 270 637 

cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au  

 

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/




Sarah Thomas 
James Thomas 

16 Matthew Parade, Batehaven 
NSW, 2536 

sarahjgsocial@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

 
Indigenous Science Experience - Letter Of Support By South Coast Seaweed  
 
I am writing a letter of support of the Indigenous Science Experience in Redfern 2022, we are excited to 
be a part of the open day, webinars and community open day. 
 
James Thomas and I, Sarah Thomas will be providing our insight and knowledge about seaweed and 
sustainability during the community open day and webinars. If restrictions delay or postpone a face to 
face experience we are more than happy to continue with an online experience.   
 
 
 
My name is Sarah Thomas and with my husband James Thomas, we created an indigenous business 
called South Coast Seaweed, our business focus is on the reconnection of traditional knowledge to create 
sustainable resources for our future using seaweed. 
 
We advocate for and raise awareness around the traditional uses of seaweed and its cultural significance, 
as well as the vital role it plays in our underwater ecosystems and habitat restoration. Seaweed has huge 
potential to create a sustainable seafood industry in Australia. 
 
Our Seaweed Identification and Traditional uses Workshop is a unique experience where we walk along 
the beach and identify different types of beach cast seaweed and talk about the traditional uses from food 
and medicinal purposes to ceremonial dress for initiation and the importance of each species in our 
underwater ecosystem. 
 
We are excited for the opportunity to be a part of the Indigenous Science Experience 2022 and look 
forward to the partnerships and connections we will have the opportunity to grow during and after the 
Festival.      
 
Thank you, 
Sarah and James Thomas 
South Coast Seaweed   
13/10/2021 

mailto:sarahjgsocial@gmail.com


We pay respect to the First Peoples of this nation and their custodianship  

of land, sea and sky. This place always was and always will be Aboriginal land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           RENEE CAWTHORNE 

Indigenous Science Education Consultant 

          

8th October 2021 

To Whom it may Concern, 

My name is Renee Cawthorne and I am a Wiradjuri woman. My family come from 
Albury in NSW. I work as an Indigenous Science Education Consultant educating the 
general public on Indigenous culture and STEM. I am writing this letter to support the 
National Indigenous Science Education Program (NISEP) in their grant application 
for the 2022 Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern Community Centre. This 
community event provides an opportunity for the acknowledgement and recognition 
of and highlights the importance of First Nations Peoples science and I am delighted 
to be a part of this event. 

I will take part in the community open day through the delivery of a First Nations 
weaving activity. I will also take part in the online program through the delivery of 
online weaving workshops. These workshops will provide participants with the 
opportunity to learn about First Nations peoples knowledges of plants and traditional 
weaving techniques. NISEP will cover my presenter fee and materials costs through 
the National Science Week grant if successful in obtaining one. 

I will be the contact person for the planning and presentation of the workshops. 

Please feel free to contact me for any further information.  

Kind regards 

Renee Cawthorne 

Phone: 0437953408 
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Joanne Jamie

From: Brendan Kerin <brendankerin@live.com.au>
Sent: Thursday, 14 October 2021 2:45 PM
To: Joanne Jamie
Subject: Indigenous Science Week.

Good afternoon Joanne, 
 
   I am writing as to express my interest in presenting again for the Indigenous Science Experience. I really enjoyed 
having the opportunity to showcase and highlighting the importance of sound in relationship with Aboriginal 
culture. It has enabled me to speak and share about sound and the language of all living things on Country which I 
feel has been taken for granted. 
  I am more than willing to be apart of the Indigenous Science Experiment community open day, if face to face, as 
well as any other days that are offered to me. If health restrictions are in place , then I am also willing to present 
online. I look forward to sharing this experience with DOLBY and NISEP students. 
  I am aware that NISEP will cover my presenter fee and materials costs through the National Science Week grant. 
 
Thank you, 
Uncle Brendan Kerin 
 

 
 



Dr Emma Barnes        7 Oct 2021 
Program Manager, National Indigenous Science Education Program (NISEP) 
Research Fellow, Indigenous Bioresources Research Group (IBRG) 
Department of Molecular Sciences 
Macquarie University, Sydney NSW 2109 
 
Dear Emma, 
 
I am a cultural astronomer, recently confirmed PhD at UNSW, and general supporter of Reconciliation 
through education in my field. With my colleagues in our Indigenous Astronomy Group 
(www.aboriginalastronomy.com.au) I support schools, Reconciliation groups, and other interested groups by 
presenting on subjects related to Indigenous Astronomy and Cultural Competency. 
 
I, and possibly one or more of my colleagues, will work with NISEP, Macquarie University, and the Redfern 
Community Centre in the cooperative manner that we have used to engage with the aims of NISEP and the 
Centre for the past six years. In past years we have worked with NISEP to plan and deliver a series of 
presentations at the community open day as well as being available for discussion with visitors. This year, 
due to the COVID-19 rules, myself, and my colleagues Uncle James Ingram and Trevor Leaman, made a Zoom 
presentation on Indigenous Astronomy to a pre-booked audience of around 200 people, which contributed 
to the success of the program for 2021. 
 
For 2022, assuming that there is not a total COVID lockdown in place, I will be available for a face-to-face 
presentation(s) at Redfern. I will also work with the NISEP team to contribute an evening webinar during 
National Science Week to continue the success of the 2021 online program. I will be exploring the possibility 
of support from one or more of my colleagues once the program is confirmed. 
 
My experience in outreach support of this type has been extensive since I commenced a late-life academic 
career in my field in 2012, and I have probably spoken to over 50 groups in that time on my area of 
expertise, as well as participated in community events and academic conferences. I have had some success 
as a communicator in my field, and one article in The Conversation a few years ago attracted over 1.7 million 
reads worldwide, and led to the article being included in the UNSW Press’ Best Science Writing 2017. 
 
My role in the Redfern NISEP event will be as a community educator through presentations on Indigenous 
Astronomy and participation in the Community Day. I will be the contact person per the details below. I’m 
looking forward to once again supporting NISEP and meeting up with the NISEP team and the other 
collaborators in 2022. 
 
Kind regards, 
Bob 
 
Dr. Robert S. Fuller, Adjunct Fellow 
School of Science 
Western Sydney University 
NSW 2747 AUSTRALIA 
M: +61 (0) 412 232110 
E: R.Fuller@westernsydney.edu.au 
W: https://robertfuller.academia.edu 
W: https://unsw.academia.edu/RobertFuller 
 
I ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LANDS ON WHICH I LIVE AND WORK, AND PAY MY 
RESPECT TO ELDERS PAST, PRESENT, AND GENERATIONS TO COME. 
This email 



 
Stone and Bones is a cultural education business working collaboratively with NESA, the Dept. of Education 
and independent schools. We empower people to discover and teach First Nations cultures by providing 
teacher training and education activities where young Aboriginal teachers and elders work alongside 
science educators and classroom teachers to share knowledge.  

We work on Country with appropriate local people and deliver sensitive and engaging activities that promote 
Aboriginal cultures, particularly within the existing science syllabus. Our activities are hands on, and 
encourage participants to experience Aboriginal culture by making, walking country and learning from 
Aboriginal people. 

Stone and Bones have had a long and productive relationship with NISEP, delivering a range of activities 
at their events. In 2022 we will be presenting activities at the Indigenous Science Experience including 
stone axe making and spear throwing. These are fun, hands on activities for children that highlight the 
sophistication of ancient Aboriginal technologies. We will deliver these activities cooperatively, with young 
Aboriginal teachers taking the lead sharing their culture. Our educators have a great deal of experience 
delivering these activities and always provide a fun, engaging and inspiring day, ensuring that all questions 
are answered and that teachers and students alike go away with a new appreciation of Aboriginal cultures. 
Stone and Bones will provide all consumables for the activities as well as lesson plans and background 
information for teachers. 

The activities will be organized and led by Dave Harrington, an educator and scientific researcher with over 
20 years of relevant experience. Dave’s programs are registered with NESA and he works collaboratively 
with their Aboriginal Education and Wellbeing team, as well as with the Sydney and Parramatta Arch 
Diocese Aboriginal Education teams. Dave will coordinate and train the presenters and will provide support. 
In addition, Dave has presented lectures and online workshops for NISEP. 

Dave’s contacts are: 

David Harrington. 

10 Boonah Ave Eastgardens, 2036. 

contact@stoneandbones.com 

0434 916 778. 
 

mailto:contact@stoneandbones.com


 

 

 

 

 
  

ABN.  98196834137 
 

DATE 
15/10/2021  

 
Rayma Johnson 
4/28 Carson Crescent  
Bexley North NSW  
2207 
0421920325 
raymaj19@yahoo.com.au 

 
  

To 
Joanne Jamie 
NISEP 
Department of Molecular 
Sciences 
Macquarie University NSW 
2109 
  

  

 
 

To whom it concerns 
 
I am keen to be involved in next year's Indigenous Science Experience re movement science. I will 
be available and willing to be a part of the Community Open Day and will work alongside NISEP 
student leaders and Macquarie-NISEP students and staff. I am also available for the school days if 
they go online due to health restrictions. As an Wiradjuri woman, I also appreciate support of 
presenter costs from the National Science Week grant if successfully funded. 
 
Regards 
Rayma Johnson 
0421920325 
 
 

mailto:raymaj19@yahoo.com.au


 

October 12, 2021 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

This letter is to register my support for the National Indigenous Science Education Program (NISEP) and its 
proposal for the Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern in 2022.  

In April this year Dolby Australia formed a partnership with NISEP to support their mission of empowering 
Indigenous secondary students as STEM leaders. Since that time, we have had the opportunity to work 
together on several online “science of sound” workshops with schools around NSW. 

This period working together has further cemented our respect and appreciation for the work NISEP conducts. 
The team embodies a deep desire to grow the mission of science education in Australia through empowering 
students, whilst also respectfully elevating the voices and contribution of this continents First Nations Peoples 
to science.  

I therefore have no hesitation in endorsing the planned Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern 2022. Dolby 
is committed to working alongside NISEP through our staff contributing their time as volunteers, supporting 
activities such as showcasing the science of sound and an activity/information stall or similar. Given our 
experience this year we are also comfortable in supporting the event if it needs to move to an online setting. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Tim Neal 
Senior Director of Engineering and General Manager 
Dolby Australia Pty Ltd 

 



Fizzics Education Pty Ltd www.fizzicseducation.com.au                   Ph:       02 9674 2191 

ABN: 79 117 115 563 Fax:       02 9624 1988 

ACN: 117 115 563    10/55 Fourth Ave, Sydney NSW, AUSTRALIA 2147 

 14 October 2021 
AusIndustry  
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science 
GPO Box 2013  
Canberra ACT 2601  

National Science Week 2022 grant application 
Letter of Support 

Project Title: Indigenous Science Experience National Science Week 

To the Program Manager, 

This letter confirms our support for the National Science Week 2022 Indigenous 
Science Experience National Science Week project described in the application 
submitted by the Macquarie University. 

I confirm that our organisation will work collaboratively with all other project partners in the 
group to successfully complete the project. An overview of how this organisation will work 
with the lead applicant and any other project partners to successfully complete the project is 
described as follows:  

• Delivery of live, face to face science shows at the Redfern Community Centre

• In the event of COVID-19 restrictions, delivery of live online science shows via Zoom
webinar.

The following is an outline of the relevant experience and/or expertise this organisation will 
bring to the group:  

Fizzics Education has been a leading Australian provider of interactive science workshops and 
shows since 2004. Through its engaging science programs and corporate partnerships Fizzics 
Education presents to approximately 300,000 children each year via incursion and video 
conference across 400 schools and public spaces throughout Australia and around the world. 
Fizzics Education has staff in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane & Canberra. 

Fizzics Education run science presentations are run in schools and in non-traditional 
environments such as movie cinemas, shopping centers, libraries, juvenile justice centers, 
hospitals, park lands, sports stadiums, retirement homes, university theaters and any other 
facility able to accommodate large or small groups of people. They are an active corporate 
member of the Science Teachers Association New South Wales. Fizzics Education is also 
actively involved in Virtual Excursions Australia, a portal for people to contact leading video 
conferencing content providers across Australia.  

Further details: https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/ 

http://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/
https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/


Fizzics Education Pty Ltd www.fizzicseducation.com.au                   Ph:       02 9674 2191 

ABN: 79 117 115 563 Fax:       02 9624 1988 

ACN: 117 115 563    10/55 Fourth Ave, Sydney NSW, AUSTRALIA 2147 

The roles/responsibilities this organisation will undertake, and the resources it will 
contribute to the project, are:  

Fizzics Education will provide: 

Professional science education services via face to face or online delivery.

I will be the contact person for the activities described. 

Ben Newsome 

Managing Director 
Fizzics Education 

02 9674 2191 
ben.newsome@fizzicseducation.com.au 

http://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/
mailto:ben.newsome@fizzicseducation.com.au


As Chair of BirdLife Southern NSW, I am privileged to support NISEP in their 
application for a grant for the 2022 Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern. 
BirdLife has been a project partner the for National Science Week activities at Redfern 
Community Centre for many years. 

BirdLife Australia is proud to be the nation's largest bird conservation organisation. As an 
independent, not-for-profit organisation, our aim is clear: to create a bright future for Australia's 
birds. The aim of BirdLife activities will be to offer a variety of ways for people, particularly children, 
to learn about, see and engage with birds and their habitats, in order to inspire and help people to 
take action for birds. 

I shall be the team leader, working with a group of 
BirdLife volunteers, experienced in inspiring both 
children and the general community. Our suggested 
theme will be the birds depicted on a mural outside 
the Murama Healing Centre at Sydney Olympic 
Park. These are familiar waterbirds as well as the 
local stars, nesting White-bellied Sea-Eagles. 

BirdLife shall arrange displays and workshops for 
school children during the week as well as take part in the Community Open Day on the Sunday. 
This will be an opportunity as well to share stories and experiences with the Indigenous 
participants. We recognise and are grateful for the immense contribution of Indigenous people to 
the knowledge and conservation of Australia's birds. 

Our displays will include mounted birds, nests, bones and feathers, interpretive questions -  “Did 
you know......?” – a combination of things visitors can touch and experience. We shall also have 
video footage of the Sea-Eagles nesting behaviour. We have found in the past that this kind of 
display appeals to both young and old. We try to include some of the students and visiting youth in 
our program, helping the children and explaining our displays. 

I shall be the contact person for the Activities and all planning.  

Judy Harrington – Chair BirdLife Southern NSW 

Newington Armory, Building 133, 1 Jamieson Street, Sydney 
Olympic Park NSW 2127 

 M 0403026660                 judyharrington60@gmail.com 

 

BirdLife Australia acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Country on which we live and work, 
and we pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. We recognise and are grateful 
for the immense contribution of Indigenous people to the knowledge and conservation of 
Australia's birds. 

Our mission is to make a real and positive difference for Australia's birds. 



StoryMotive ® 
ABN: 54 138 612 441 

Date: 7th October 2021

To whom it may concern 

StoryMotive has been a proud partner of NISEP for over 9 years. 

In that time we have partnered with NISEP and its partner schools of Maclean (Maclean High School), Casino 
(Casino High School), Lismore (Lismore High School) and Wagga Wagga (Mount Austin High School) in producing 
documentary-style videos of various events and activities.  

Along with producing videos, our involvement in the program includes working with and mentoring the NISEP 
students in filming, presenting to camera and interviewing fellow students, teachers, Macquarie University staff, 
Aboriginal elders and the general public. 

In the 9 years I have been involved with the program I continue to be inspired by the amazing growth in confidence 
that the students who have partaken in NISEP have undergone. Starting off as a bit shy and unsure of themselves 
they have blossomed into respectful and confident leaders and I am certain NISEP has been pivotal in assisting 
them in gaining those leadership qualities and their growth in confidence. 

I believe in NISEP and the outcomes it continues to achieve and I am committed to working with the students 
attending the National Science Week Indigenous Science Experience Event at Redfern and to produce a video of the 
event that will serve as both a legacy video and as a promotional tool. StoryMotive will contribute $5k in-kind towards 
video production to the 2022 event.

regards, 

Roberto Giunta 
Managing Director 
StoryMotive Pty Limited 



 
219 Madsen Building, University of Sydney, Camperdown 2006 
+61 2 9114 0566  |  jenny.whiting@micro.org.au  |  micro.org.au 

 
 
October 12, 2021 
 
 
 
To Whom it may Concern, 
 
As the Marketing & Business Development Manager at Microscopy Australia, University of Sydney, I am 
happy to support the National Indigenous Science Education Program, Macquarie University, in their grant 
application for the 2022 Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern Community Centre. I have been 
working with NISEP for several years and have presented successful microscopy activities at the Redfern 
event in the past. 
 
In 2022 I plan to deliver a microscopy activity table as part of the event. We will provide diverse samples 
and also encourage visitors to bring their own samples to examine. The activity table will also feature 
images and samples relating to “Stories and Structures – New Connections”, an exhibition that explores the 
parallels between Indigenous artworks and the microscopic structures hidden in the natural world. 
 
I will be the contact person for the planning and presentation of the microscope activity. 
 
Please feel free to contact me for any further information.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Dr Jenny Whiting 
Marketing & Business Development Manager 



 

October 2021 

To: Macquarie University 

Re: 2022 Indigenous Science Experience (NISEP) 

Dear Joanne, 

Regarding your invitation to take part in the 2022 Indigenous Science Experience online seminars, thank you 
very much. 

This year was such an exciting and fantastic experience doing it all via Zoom online webinars.   

The feedback for this year from the schools, teachers, students, and the public was amazing thank you for 
sending me those. 

I would love to be a part of the program again next year in 2022, in an online capacity. 

 

Paul Burragun (Uncle Boomerang) 

Aboriginal Cultural Educator Facilitator 

Burragun Aboriginal Cultural Services 

Queensland 
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