
Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern – Maclean High School Contribution 

 

Maclean High School is located in Yaegl Country on the South Arm of the Clarence River 
on the North Coast of N.S.W. The school is a large district, comprehensive, co–educational 
facility. 

Maclean High School undertakes significant programs in literacy, numeracy and Aboriginal 
education (The school was the recipient of a Nanga Mia Award in 2016 and the 
Narragunnawali Award in 2019). The school was one of the founding partners to the 
National Indigenous Science Education Program (NISEP) and has been involved in all 
aspects of the program as it has evolved across the years. The Science Faculty Head 
Teacher: Andrew Ford and the school NISEP coordinator: Deborah Breckenridge are the 
main contact points between Macquarie University and the school and they have been 
participating and organising NISEP activities since its inception. The annual Science Shows 
and River of Learning Program are supported by work hours from school staff and by 
funding included in both whole of school and faculty budgets. Our students have attended 
the Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern every year since its commencement, apart 
from 2020 (due to going into lockdown the day National Science Week started). Some 
students were featured in the Harnessing Knowledge from the Land and The Sea webinar. 

The NISEP science shows have evolved in 2020 and 2021 to be COVID safe through an 
innovative mix of live streaming from Macquarie University staff and Indigenous Student 
Demonstrators on site. This has allowed us to have a continuity of cultural education with 
Year 7 students that has been unbroken for over 15 years. The staff and students at 
Maclean High School fully support NISEP and our relationship with Macquarie University 
and the Yaegl Community.  
We look forward to Maclean High School NISEP student leaders attending the 2022 
Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern. We will help facilitate NISEP students attending 
the Indigenous Science Experience. This will include choosing NISEP student leaders, 
obtaining parent permission, school organisation for teaching relief, assisting travel 
arrangements and supervising students at the Indigenous Science Experience.  Our in-kind 
commitment will be $1k. 

In my organisation, the nominated management level contact officer for this project is:  

• Andrew Ford 
Head Teacher Science Faculty, Maclean High School 
andrew.ford4@det.nsw.edu.au 
0266453344 

 
Regards 
Signature: ARFord 

Name: Andrew Ford 
Position title: Head Teacher Science Faculty 
Date: 8/10/2021 



A PROUD MEMBER OF THE HUB OF SUMMERLAND LEARNING COMMUNITY  
 

Casino High School 

 
08 October 2021 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
My name is Angela Froud. I work at Casino High School as a casual Science teacher, and Senior Tutor, and I am also the 
school coordinator for NISEP. I have been fortunate to accompany many of our Aboriginal students on the annual trip to 
Redfern Community Centre for the Indigenous Science Experience. Casino High School has nearly 25% Indigenous 
students. 
 
It is a fantastic opportunity for our students to be able to attend the Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern. We come 
from a low socioeconomic small rural town, far from Sydney. The students have their travel and accommodation paid for 
by the NISEP program, otherwise they would not be able to afford to attend. We are usually invited to send around 4-5 
students to Redfern. They are in years 9 to 12. 
 
This is a wonderful event for our students to participate in. They present a range of exciting, hands on science 
demonstrations to the visiting public and school children. They particularly enjoy the opportunity to see all the Indigenous 
cultural activities from around Australia at the event. This is a unique experience for our students. 
 
Our student leaders grow in confidence as a result of this event. They learn to speak up without being shy. They practice 
organisational skills, and socialise with their peers, and adults. They meet city students, and Aboriginal students from other 
places who also have travelled to the event. Their interest in science, and in finishing High School is enhanced by this 
experience. They are motivated to try hard at school, whether their path lies in Science or not. Throughout the event they 
have a lot of fun. They often tell me how inspired they were by the cultural activities, and how it makes them feel more 
connected to their Aboriginal culture. 
 
The successes of students who have been fortunate to be able to take part in the National Science Week are now being seen. 
I believe that they are helped in confidence and life experience immensely by this event. They are given trust and 
responsibility and rise to the occasion. This has a positive impact on their self-esteem, and their ability to excel in many 
situations. They are also given the opportunity to be interviewed and interview others, for film production. 
 
Many of the past participants have found the confidence to achieve great things. William Frazer, who participated in NISEP 
events since he was in Year 7, started a Bachelor of Science with the degree of Bachelor of Laws at Macquarie University 
in 2017. Kia Fraser was awarded a traineeship with the Richmond Valley Council, after a rigorous selection process. 
Lachlan Graham has started a degree in civil engineering. Brielle Wenham, year 11 student, has been awarded in 2021 early 
entry to Macquarie University. She attended the Indigenous Science experience as a leader and found that it broadened her 
outlook of Indigenous culture, and enhanced her leadership skills. 
 
Myself and other teachers from Casino High School who have attended the event have also found it to be useful professional 
development, especially because Indigenous perspectives are included in the curriculum for many subjects. 
 
I love to interact with these young Indigenous students and watch their personal growth. I hope more of our students are 
given the opportunity to be a part of this exciting event into the future.  
 
Regarding the Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern 2022: In my role at Casino High School, I am able to help 
facilitate students attending this event. I will approach students, obtain parental permission, complete the variation of routine 
paperwork, obtain executive approval and all the other school organisation, including organising flights if necessary. I will 
also supervise the students at the event. I anticipate this will take about 30 hours over several weeks at approx $35/hour. 
 
Kind regards 
Angela Froud 

90 Queensland Road 
CASINO   NSW 2470 

Telephone (02) 6662 3077 
Fax (02) 6662 6390 

        casino-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Principal: 
 N. Schneider. B.Econ., Dip.Ed 
Deputy Principal: 
 Alecia Kearney, BHMS. Dip. Ed. 
Relieving Deputy Principal: 
 Leah Bennett, M.Ed. Math, BHMS, Dip. Ed. 
 



 
 

12th  October 2021 
       Mount Austin High School 

Leavenworth Drive, Wagga Wagga 
       NSW 2650 

 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
It is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the National Indigenous Science Education Program 
(NISEP), in regards to the Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern. 
 
I am the Relieving Head Teacher Science at Mount Austin High School (MAHS). As a school we have been 
sending students to the Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern for the past seven years due to its 
partnership with NISEP. We have a large NISEP team at Mount Austin High School and the event at 
Redfern is something students strive to be a part of. Students who have participated in the Redfern event 
return to school and speak highly of their experience, encouraging their peers to become involved.   
 
The Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern enables our students to gain leadership and 
communication skills but it also exposes our students to experiences I, as the classroom teacher, cannot 
offer. As leaders of their demonstrations, the students are required to effectively communicate with a 
varied and diverse audience from younger school students through to interested members of the public. 
The opportunity to meet the Elders from different Countries is also an invaluable experience as they 
impart their knowledge onto our students.  
 
Another aspect of the program that I value is the fact that university is demystified for some of our 
students. It makes attending university a less daunting prospect and in some cases an exciting avenue to 
pursue. Their experience allows them to spend time on a university campus, socialise with young 
university students, become informed of the support that they can access as a university student and 
hopefully consider university as a real option post school. 
 
The NISEP program has helped previous MAHS students see a pathway to a bright future through 
education as they developed confidence in public speaking and learnt valuable leadership skills, which 
they, in turn, have brought back to Mount Austin’s school community. As a teacher I sincerely appreciate 
the opportunities our students are gaining from NISEP. 
 
For the Indigenous Science Experience @ Redfern 2022, I am able to help facilitate students attending this 
event. This will include organising selection of the students, obtaining parent permission, organising flights 
and myself or another staff member supervising the students at the event. My time in-kind contribution 
will be ~$1k. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Aleasha Lyons 
Relieving Head Teacher Science 
Mount Austin High School 
 
 
 



Science Department, Kooringal High School, Zeigler Avenue, Kooringal NSW 2650 

8t h October 2021 

A/PROF JOANNE JAMIE 
DEPARTMENT OF MOLECULAR SCIENCES –  
MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY  

Dear Joanne,  

I am writing to you to advise you of my ability to facilitate the Indigenous Science Experience 

at Redfern in 2022.  

I am able and willing to facilitate the 2022 Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern and 

have approximately National Indigenous Science Education Program (NISEP) student 

leaders from Kooringal High School that intend on attending the 2022 events. These 

students have undertaken NISEP leadership training and have run internal chemistry and 

physics-based events for their student peers. 

Facilitating this event would equate to ~36 hours of my time at a rate of $30 per hour. This 

would include time organising prior to the event and and supervising the NISEP student 

leaders for the days of the Indigenous Science Experience event.  

SINCERELY,  

GRACE BATHGATE 
SCIENCE TEACHER –  KOORINGAL HIGH SCHOOL 



Dear Joanne, 
I am writing on behalf of Glebe Public School to let you know that we would very much like 
Glebe Public students to be involved in the National Science Week activities in 2022 as part 
of the Indigenous Science Experience at Redfern. I request that you keep us in the loop for 
any planned activities as we would love to be involved. 
 
Thank you again to you and the staff involved in the event. 
 
Kind regards 
Rebecca Barnes 
Classroom Teacher 
Glebe Public School 



To Joanne Jamie/Indigenous Science Experience Team, 

 

Darlington Public School would be more than happy to attend the Indigenous Science Experience 
at Redfern Community Centre or in its online form in 2022. The program is highly engaging and a 
fruitful learning experience. The hands-on aspects provide the opportunity for students to get into 
what can, most often, be the most enjoyable aspects of doing science. Hands on activities help 
students to better understand scientific concepts and phenomena and the Indigenous Science 
Experience constructs and delivers these in engaging and enjoyable ways, whether in the face to 
face or online formats. The discussion based elements of the experience are also delivered in 
interesting ways and impart the more conceptual aspects of learning science while still engaging 
students effectively. Darlington Public School has attended the experience for several years now 
and I would highly recommend it as program, both face to face or online, for any school that would 
like to be involved. 

 

Regards, 

Will Kennedy  

(Classroom Teacher, Darlington Public School). 



Dear Joanne, 
 
On behalf of the students and staff at Redfern Jarjum College I’d like to extend our thanks to you and 
your team for the chance to participate in the Science Week activities this year. Your ability to pivot 
and make arrangements to deliver activities through remote learning were commendable and the 
kids were highly engaged. 
 
RJC would like to participate in the Indigenous Science Experience again in 2022 at Redfern 
Community Centre. If the event was restricted to an online forum, such as Zoom, we would also like 
to participate, as the students enjoyed this experience this year. 
 
We have 20 students from K-6 and I know all the kids could benefit from being involved. If we are 
lucky enough to join in the Science Experience in 2022, each of the classes would be supported by 
the class teacher and at least one teacher’s aide.  
 
Thank you for the invitation. 
 
Regards, 
 
Chris Barker- Deputy Principal 
  
Redfern Jarjum College 
117 Redfern Street  
Redfern NSW 2016 
(02) 9936 5450 
reception@rjc.nsw.edu.au 
www.rjc.nsw.edu.au  
 

 
 

mailto:reception@rjc.nsw.edu.au
http://www.rjc.nsw.edu.au/

