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Introducing Us
Carmi Cronje Fiona Jones
@machinical                @FionaJ_Lib
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https://twitter.com/machinical
https://twitter.com/FionaJ_Lib
https://twitter.com/machinical


About Macquarie University
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http://www.mq.edu.au/about/about-the-university

http://www.mq.edu.au/about/about-the-university
http://www.mq.edu.au/about/about-the-university


Macquarie University Library
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1 Library with 2800 Seats
http://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/about-us

http://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/about-us
http://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/about-us


Macquarie University Library
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Annual figures for 2016
● Door entry count
● Attendees at workshops

and consultations
● Face-to-face enquiries
● Virtual enquiries - phone email chat
● Total electronic usage

2 180 300

14 623
47 575
12 846

19 995 649



The Research Librarian
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http://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/research/research-librarians

http://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/research/research-librarians
http://www.mq.edu.au/about/campus-services-and-facilities/library/research/research-librarians
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What is Library Carpentry for?

CC BY http://data-lessons.github.io/library-data-intro

http://data-lessons.github.io/library-data-intro
http://data-lessons.github.io/library-data-intro
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What does Library Carpentry teach?

Introduction to 
data

An introduction to the terminology of data 
and computing, and the use of regular 
expressions to search and update text.

OpenRefine An introduction to OpenRefine, a powerful 
tool for cleaning and enhancing data.

Unix Shell An introduction to the Unix command line 
interface, which allows you to work more 
efficiently with directories and files, and find 
and manipulate data.

More lessons under development: http://librarycarpentry.github.io/

http://librarycarpentry.github.io/


The story so far…

● 4x pilot workshops - Introduction to data, 
OpenRefine, Unix Shell, Git/GitHub

● 2x information sessions - Introduction to 
Library Carpentry

● 1x OpenRefine workshop
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Library Carpentry at
Macquarie University Library



10

Examples of how we have applied
OpenRefine

OpenRefine examples ● Stripping HTML from messy data 
& normalising text

● Cleaning data extracted from 
vendor databases

● Splitting strings into granular parts 
for cross-checking

● Extracting/importing data in 
batches via web APIs
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Who is Library Carpentry? A community

The first class of Library Carpentry instructors in training: 
https://datapub.cdlib.org/2016/12/08/announcing-instructor-training-for-librarians/

https://datapub.cdlib.org/2016/12/08/announcing-instructor-training-for-librarians/
https://datapub.cdlib.org/2016/12/08/announcing-instructor-training-for-librarians/
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True or false? Library Carpentry...
1. Is all about the tools

2. Offers a fixed suite of workshops

3. Lessons can be mixed & matched

4. No prior knowledge is required

5. Is aimed at library & information professionals

6. Teaches fundamental software & computational skills

7. Is taught by experts
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True or false? Library Carpentry...
1. Is all about the tools ❌

2. Offers a fixed suite of workshops ❌

3. Lessons can be mixed & matched ✔

4. No prior knowledge is required ✔

5. Is aimed at library & information professionals ✔

6. Teaches fundamental software & computational skills ✔

7. Is taught by experts ❌



Session outline
1. The way it will work...
2. Introduction to OpenRefine
3. Importing data into OpenRefine
4. Basic OpenRefine functions - Part 1     

(Facets, filters and clustering)

5. Basic OpenRefine functions - Part 2
(Transformations and GREL)

6. Advanced OpenRefine functions
(APIs)
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Look at what you’ve achieved!
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Getting data into OpenRefine. Transforming your data using 
GREL.

Using Facets and Filters to 
explore your data and find 
inconsistencies.

Manipulating data types and 
formats using GREL.

Using Facets and Filters to isolate 
subsets of data.

Fetching data from a web API. 

Cleaning and correcting common 
data issues using Facets and 
Clustering algorithms.

Parsing JSON data returned by 
web services.



Thank you!
Where to from here?

Thank you to our participants for their feedback.

Check out http://librarycarpentry.github.io/
& a blog post about the NLS8 workshop 

http://librarycarpentry.github.io/nls8/
17

http://librarycarpentry.github.io/
http://librarycarpentry.github.io/nls8/
http://librarycarpentry.github.io/nls8/

