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VoiceThread is a web tool that promotes online collaboration through multimedia 
presentations. By using VoiceThread, teachers and students can communicate and 
connect in a safe and interactive online environment. 

A free VoiceThread account has many limitations. Therefore, it would be more 
beneficial for higher education institutions and language schools to purchase a licence. 
A Single Instructor License costs US$99 a year and can be used by one instructor and 
up to 50 students; more students can be added for US$2 each. A Site License is the 
more flexible option as the fees and features can be customised by the VoiceThread 
team to suit the requirements of a school.

Creating a VoiceThread is a user-friendly, three-step process that can be carried 
out using any computer or mobile device. The process commences with uploading 
media, such as picture files, documents or videos, to one or more slides. Picture or 
document slides can be replaced and rotated, and their sequence can be changed 
after the presentation has been created. Next, comments can be added by the 
VoiceThread’s original creator as well by teachers and students who have approved 
access. Voice comments can be added using a microphone, telephone, webcam or 
pre-recorded audio file. Written comments can be typed in or text can be copied and 
pasted. Doodle comments can be drawn directly onto the slides in a variety of colours.

The playback feature gives users the ability to delete and re-record their own 
comments as many times as they wish before saving them. This is useful as it can 
encourage students enrolled in language programs to think about their spoken 
production of English before sharing their comments with others in their group. In 
the case of written comments, these can be edited multiple times by their author. As 
VoiceThread does not detect errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation, teachers 
can encourage students to focus on accuracy in these areas and to carefully edit 
their written comments before posting them.

The final step in creating a VoiceThread involves sharing it by emailing a link or 
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embedding it in an online learning platform, such as Blackboard or Moodle. The 
completed multimedia presentation can also be exported, downloaded and saved 
for viewing. An advantage of this feature is that in situations where there is limited 
access to technology, for example during conferences and workshops, VoiceThreads 
can be downloaded in advance, saved and presented on the day.

One of the major benefits of using VoiceThread is that more than one person 
can co l laborate  on a  s ing le 
presentation using the comments 
feature. There is potential for 
student-teacher interaction as 
students can view lecture or 
tutorial VoiceThreads from their 
teacher and then upload voice or 
written comments, questions or 
responses. Teachers then have the 
ability to respond to their students’ 
comments and to cater to different 
student requirements by creating separate VoiceThreads for different groups.

Student-student interaction can be promoted by creating different VoiceThreads 
within one account for students to work on. For example, students could be 
encouraged to add comments to and ask questions about their peers’ VoiceThreads 
and also to respond to other students’ feedback on their work and learn from it. This 
would be very beneficial in tutorial settings as it could promote active participation 
and collaboration among students.

Class-to-class or institution-to-institution interactive learning can also be facilitated 
where two or more teachers or schools can access one account. For example, 
telecollaborative projects (Dooly & O’Dowd, 2012) can be designed using VoiceThread 
to promote English language learning. This is possible by pairing one ESL classroom 
with another or even with a school where English is spoken as a first language. Also, 
in classrooms where online intercultural projects (O’Dowd & Ritter, 2006) or CLIL 
(Content and Language Integrated Learning) are used, VoiceThread-embedded audio 
clips, video clips or images can be used as stimuli for students’ spoken or written 
comments.

In addition to promoting student communication, using VoiceThread, teachers from 
different institutions can share their ideas and support each other in designing 
material that promotes the targeted communicative outcomes in their individual 
classrooms. Also, if the intention of creating a voicethread is to invite feedback from a 
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wider audience, public access can be enabled. This feature could benefit educational 
institutions that design free online courses for students in other parts of the world. 
There remains the option to adjust the privacy settings to restrict public access for 
courses that are specific to individual institutions.

VoiceThread offers many different types of online support. There is, for example, a 
detailed video clip that demonstrates the three step process of creating a VoiceThread. 
Further, a digital library offers a list of tasks and examples of programs that have 
been implemented using VoiceThread. These are conveniently categorised by subject 
area. A useful list of published research projects that might interest teachers and 
researchers, including action research projects in English language classrooms, is 
available to help teachers understand how VoiceThread has been used to promote 
language learning in higher education. VoiceThread also offers free online tutorials 
and regular workshops in addition to fee-paying ones.

Overall, VoiceThread is a very useful tool for teachers and students as it offers a wide 
range of collaborative online features. In addition to facilitating online learning, the 
flexibility in licences and embedding and sharing options make it valuable for those 
who wish to use the tool as a resource to promote interactive online or classroom 
language learning.
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